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.nd or common Paine Lumber Comnanv Historic District ."""-'..'.::i',," "
. '. .,.2. Location .,::-- ""'" '.'

,-,
street" number See Invent.or '." .,- - not tor, . ~'-

city, town Oshkosh _vtdnityof ~ "", ,
-..~ --~,~,--~, . - ;,

state Wisco11sin code 55 county 'W1nnebago .--" cOd.139t'j

3. Classification ,,~';' "
P1'eMftt U..- 8grieuiture,
_comme~
- educational
- entert8iNnent
-Z-government- industrial- military

C.tego".
-Z- district- bullding(s)- stnlcture- site- object

-
'"' c-

-~- P8rk
-!- priVate residence
- teligtous- aclentlfic, -- tr8na~tion '

-A- other: ~w Off ke

Status
-X- occupied- unoc:upied
-L work In progress
Accessible
-L yes: restricted
- yes: unrestricted
_oM

Ownership
- public
-1:- private
_both

Publie Aequisltion
- m process
- being eonsidered

4. Owner of Property . ""'. ;,- -.
~",,'o_-.. .

~ Se! Inven~ory'!:-' I"~

8tJeet . number

.. - ~-- vicinity of ~ctty,town

5. Location of Legal Description..,~

at ,.--, 415 "TA"'~C"'" AV8ft". C":"..':,,:c

." ... -"city, town Oshkosh" ." "~

",.':,";"\." '"

~ Visconsin Inv@n~orv of Mi~~nT'i~ h8s this. property been ~ eltglbl8? =e:...LM
Places... "

- I8der8I -L. 8t88 ~ ..., ~ ~~1981late

deposltorytor8UtWY;~-- State Historical Societ of Wisconsin

city. town Madison ~is



Condition
- excellent
-good
- talr

Check one- unaltered
- altered

Check one- original alte
- moved date

~_deteriOt8ted
_Nina
- unexposed

Deacrl~ the pr...nt and original (If known) physical appearanc.

The PaiDe Lumber Compmy District 18 a 811&11 distric't located along tM
east bmk of 'the Fox River 1n Oshkosh, Wiscons1n. The District i'tseU' 1s
capri..d of 14 buildings Wlch were all originally Wilt, owned or U8ed by
t.he Paine Lumber Company of' Oshkosh. The sO\rtbern bo\md&rr of 'the D18tr1c't
is the DOrtbern edge Hew York Avemle as if' extended to the Fox River. 1he
northern boundary 18 drawn approximately ten f'eet f~ the north vall of
the Pa1ne Lumber Company barn (Kap Xc. 1) . 'n1e ves'tern boundary of' the
Dia'tr1et 18 ~ Fox R1 ver itself, drawn to 1nclude what remains of' 'the
re'tain1ng wall soutb of the Fox River (Hap Ho. ,) (built by the Paine's u
a beaut1f'1catiml project 1n the 192.0's to tot. north and south of Congress
Avenue) to the south aide of' Congress Avenue and 'then along Congress to the
ea.t side of' the acce.. road of' the Paine property and along that road to a
po1n't approx.1aa'tely ten f'ee't north of' the north vall of' the PaiDe !am
(ex'tended). The eutem boundary of 'the District 18 a line approxi_tely
'ten f..'t f'rom the eastern vall of' the Paine :BarD extended to Congress
Aven~ and then alons 'the northern property line of' the Paine '1'hrif't Bank
(kp Ho. 4) 'to meet and then follow the rear property UDe of' the row
hou8e8 along Summ.1t Street (Hap 10. 5). .w the 8-tructureS 1n 'the D1s-
'tric't, vi'th the 801e exoepUon of the Cit;y Fh'e S'tation on Congre.. Avenue,
wer. or1g1nally owned by the Paine Luaber Ccapany.

:1

The 1'88."~"DI buildiDg cormec'ted directly to the factory 1tsel1' 18 'the
Paw horae ham which DOV house. two -aU industr1al concerns (Ka~ Rc.
1). The 8econd element of the Distr1ct which is directly connected to 'the
origiDal ~l8Dt 18 'the reta1niDg wall along 'the Fcx R1 nr, which 8erftd to
deliaeate the ertent of 'the former Pa1De holdings ~ both 81de. or Congre'.
A"'8rnIe; bow"er, beC8UM of tM 1088 of integr1'ty of' 'the .1 te on the north

'. ':;~:~".~.. .A.Te=-, Oftly that MCtion ft..1D"~-: 8OU'tb of' Congres. 1.8
~:.:...~~.,. '-j:D.~' "

"'.~'~~~~,,;,'~,!. ~tMD.18t:r1ct..

semai" O'tber Pa1De-.soc1ate4 'buildinp are also part or 'the Distr1ct.
. :t!8..':t'1rat 18 'the Oshkosh C1'ty Fire Station Ro. 2 located at 1717 Congress

.~ ~~ (Map Ro. '), whicb was bmolt by the Ci'ty ~ land donated by 'the
"R~';~ ~P8D'1 1m4C' ~ con41ti= that ~ fire company would be
aTa1lable 'to fight f1res .in 'the Paine coaplex. .1180 .included 18 the Paine

BCIk at 1621 Congress .A.'9'enu8 (Rap 10. 4), built 111 1925 'to sen.
and. 'the Paine row houses at 1202 - 1'18 Summit Street (!!ap

t5).~. built in 1925, 'to re~lace an ear11er bousiDg development on the
for PaiD. Umber Campeny vorkera.~ yo

j'!" .,- - "

. ~ :biI1l41ngs aM .1 tes _ka up 'the area c~ted 'to 'the Paine Lumber
.;. ~"~.c~~ -.at the he1ght or 1ots 8UOcess trOll 'the end. of World. War I unot11 ~

"~ : ~'Qt -the Greaot Depression.
,~¥ -' -

,;,,';~':'~-':.-J: . .
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Period Area. of Significanc.-check aM justify below- prehistoric -- archeology-prehistoric - -- community planning - iandscape architecture - religion- 140~1499 - archeology-historic -- conservation -- law - science
- 1S0~1599 - agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture
_1600-1699 -X- architecture - education - military ...L sociall
- 1700-1799 -- art . - - engiMerlng - music humanitarian

18OG-1899 - comm:erce __exploration!settlement - philosophy - theater
:!.: 1900- --- communications -!- industry - politics/gove."".vnt - transpor1ation- invention - other (specify)

Statement of Significance (in one par8graph)

The Paine Lumber Company Historic D18'trlc't 18 being nominated on the basis
ot its archi tec'tural and industrial s1gr!it:1eance: as an example ot an
early 20th Century .industrial eOImI\m1ty within a community, as a remnant ot
OM ot the gian'ts .in 'the sash and door industry .in the United States .in 'the
early 20th Century, and as ~e or the City' s earliest and most sueeessful
lumber mills in the era in whieh Oshkosh vas mO1m as "Sawdust C1ty.- The
Paine Lumber Company District ineludes an example of' eOmpany housing tor
employees, a bank which 'took eare ot 'the tinanc1al needs ot both the com-
pany and its employees, a City fire station Which pravided tire protection
for the area, and. the barn used for draft horses at 'the plan't. ~e Dis-
'tr1et 18 also bo\mded along the 'Fox RiTer by 'the dockwall Wilt by Nathan
Paine in 192B. This line delineates the historic extent ct the Paine hold-
ings along the riverl'ron't. 'n'1e Pa1ne Distr1et eontains several d.i:ffenn't
'types of land use originally ~der one ownership and tor one purpose: .the
continued operation and development of the Paine Lumber Company as a major
industrial toree in 'the e~unity and in its industry, nationally. Two of
the buildings in the Districot are also being nominated ~ 'the basis of
'their arehi tec'tural significance and 'the row houses are eons1dered. b.1s'tor-
1eally significant as an example or ~c1al/humani tarien activities of' the
period as well.

DI.1e 'to demolition 8nd. redevelopmen't ac't1vi't1es which are OOSOing a't the
time this nomina'timl 18 being prepared, the remaining portions Of the Paine
plent 'to the northwest of the nomina'te4 area are no't being included in the
Dis'trict. Demoliti~ crews are in the P:'Ocess of moving all of the plm't
buildinp with the e%cep'tion of ~e four-s'tory manufac'turing bu11d.inS and .
port1ml of . one-s'tory 8'torap buil41ng. The fO\n'-story bu1.14iDS 18 being
c=verte4 'to condominum \m1ts cd as part of tha't pro jec't , changes are
being _de to tbe erter1or which greatly diWt~ftish its archi'tectural irateg-
ri'ty. Based. upon these removals and changes, the remains of 'the plan't com-
plez were e%cluded f~ the Distr1at.

His'torlcal BackgrOtmd

'!'he hi.Wry at' ~e Paine lAJIDber Compmy and the history of' lumbering in 'the
Fos RiTer Valley, are 4irectly related 'to the deTelopment or Oshkosh as a
city in the mid-19th ~tury. ~e first .ttler in what became Oshkosh
arriTed. in 1831 when George Johnston built a tavern end. started a rerry
system acro8S the Fos Ri TC. His buildings were located in what would now
be 'the southem porti~ 01' Ri Terside Cemetery, just to the north and west
or the Paine Lumber' Company site.
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Se. Item 8

U.t all .tate. and counties for properties overlapping .tate or county boundaries

state N I A code county code

state code county code11. Form Prepared By .

n8tn8/tttJe Chat}.. W. C.u.i~,.- .c.~fti...,. 1)18ftft."'-

0f08ntz8t1on Howard Needles TaaDen & BerRendotf .. AU2USt. 12. 1985
One Park Plaza. Suite 600

8In8t."""" 11270 West. Park Place. . t8tephOIW (414) 3.59-2300

ctty or town Milwaukee state Wisconsin

State Historic Preservation Officer Certification12.
1M ev8I~ aign"ic8nce of this ~~ ; within the 8tate is:

- nettonal - ...te - local
As the de$tgnated State Historic PreserY8tion Off"tcer for the National Historic Preservat)on Act of 1966 (Public l.8w n-
665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Regis1ef 8nd certtty th8t It h8s been eveaueted
acev.~~ng to the criteria end p.-oceGures set forth by the N8tional P8tt S8fViC8.

S18Ie HIstoric Pr.-. .-8tian Officer .'gn8twe~ - ..

datetIUe

For.s~onty
I ..,.., C«ttty u.t this prope...j ~ Included In ~ Natlon8l RegI818f

d8t8

!t'~ d h ~~ ~;~~


