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DESCRIPTION

SUMMARY

The Algoma Boulevard Historic District is located in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin. It is composed of those properties facing Algoma
Boulevard ,along the five blocks beginning just south of Vine Avenue
and running north-northwest to just south of Hollister Avenue. The
Algoma Boulevard Historic District has a high concentration of
architect designed high style Queen Anne and Period Revival homes.
The district consists primarily of large two-story residences built
between about 1857 and 1941. Of the 53 properties in the district,
48 are contributing and 5 are non-contributing.

SETTING

The Algoma Boulevard Historic District is a residential
neighborhood northwest of downtown Oshkosh. Northeast of the
district, the homes are smaller, and set closer together on smaller
lots. There are few houses with an identifiable architectural
style to the northeast: most are frame vernacular. Southwest of
the district, along High Avenue, are smaller, less distinguished
houses, mixed with post World War II apartment buildings. An
industrial area lies southwest of High Avenue, where giant lumber
yards, and sash, door and blind factories were located in the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The offices of the "off-
highway products and drive-line division" of Rockwell
International Corporation are located there now. Northwest of
Congress Avenue, houses built in the 1940s and 1950s line the west
side of Algoma Boulevard, and make up the area west of the
district. The campus of the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh lies
just southeast of the district, and is encroaching on it. Several
homes that would have been part of the Algoma Boulevard Historic
District have been lost to University expansion.
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PRESENT APPEARANCE

The Algoma Boulevard Historic District consists of seven partial
blocks. All but one was platted before 1858. The block north of
West Bent Avenue was platted between 1862 and 1877.1

The district is primarily made up of large, two story single family
residences on large lots. There are also 3 churches and an
elementary school. Nearly all the homes in the district are owner-
occupied. Half (24) of the contributing buildings were built
between 1888 and 1909. Thirty percent (14) were built between 1910
and 1930. Nineteen percent (9) were built before 1885.
Historically, the neighborhood was home to Oshkosh's wealthiest
residents. Many were founders, officers and managers in the lumber
industry or allied wood products businesses such as the
manufacturing of sash, doors and blinds; furniture; and woodworking
machinery. The residences are generally wood frame on stone
foundations, finished with weatherboards and/or shingles. Some are
structural clay tile with stone or brick veneer. The homes in the
Algoma Boulevard Historic District vary in form and style. Queen
Anne and Period Revival styles predominate. Of the 48 contributing
buildings in the district, 4 are Queen Anne. Three represent Stick
or Shingle style, variants of Queen Anne. Another 5 combine Queen
Anne and Colonial Revival elements. There are also 4 frame
vernacular structures which show some Queen Anne influence in
massing, proportion or detail. Among the Period Revival styles,
Tudor is most heavily represented, with 8 examples. Four of these
are outbuildings on the grounds of either the Paine Art Center or
the Oshkosh Public Museum. Two of these outbuildings are more
elaborate than many homes in the district. Other Period Revival
buildings in the district include 2 Colonial, 1 Dutch Colonial, 1
NeoClassical and 4 Mediterranean Revival. There are also examples
of the Greek Revival (1), Italianate (4), High victorian Italianate
(1), Romanesque Revival (2), Bungalow (2), prairie (2), and

lMaD of the citv of Oshkosh. Winnebago Count~, (pittsburgh:
George Harrison, 1858); G.A. Randall, MaR of Winnebago Count~,
(Chicago: G.A. Randall and J.A. Bogert), 1862; and C. Palmer and
E.M. Harney, MaD of Oshkosh. Wisconsin, (Milwaukee: Milwaukee
Lithographing and Engraving Company, 1877).
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Foursquare (2) styles. Most of the buildings were designed by
Oshkosh architects, such as William Waters, Levi Hicks, William
Klapproth, and the firm of Auler, Jensen and Brown. One was
designed by Bryant Fleming, of Ithaca, New York. Another was the
work of internationally prominent architect Frank Lloyd Wright.
The Algoma Boulevard Historic District retains a high degree of
historic integrity in setting, materials, feeling, association and
design, as evidenced by the fact that 91 percent of the structures
in the district are contributing.

The earliest buildings in the district were in the Greek Revival
and Italianate styles. They were built between about 1857 and
1885. There is one Greek Revival residence in the Algoma Boulevard
Historic District. The Kohlmann House at 1224 Algoma Boulevard was
built about 1857. Greek Revival buildings are generally
rectangular in plan with a three bay front facade, a low-pitched
gable roof with returned eaves, and an asymmetrically placed main
entrance with sidelights. In Wisconsin, Greek Revival was the
first national style to appear, and was built between 1830 and
1870.2 The Kohlmann House is front gabled. The closed gable
forms a pediment, with wide bands of trim inside and below the
gable suggesting an entablature. The form, front gable and wing,
was rarely built outside the northeast. The Kohlmann House
features a wrap around porch with incised square posts, and corner
boards that match the porch posts. The Kohlmann House has retained
its original windows, and otherwise shows excellent integrity.

There are 4 examples of the Italianate style in the district.
Built between about 1855 and 1885, Italianate residences are
generally two story frame buildings with a rectangular plan and a
wide-eaved flat or low-pitched hip roof. Brackets are typical.
The windows are often tall and narrow, and may be round arched,

2Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses,
(New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1985), pp. 178-184; and Barbara L.
Wyatt, ed., ~ltural Resource Manaaement in Wisconsin, three
volumes, (Madison: state Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1986),
11:2-3. Sources for the dates of construction include maps, tax
rolls, city directories and newspaper articles. These are listed
in the bibliography.



NPS Form 10-900-a
(Rev. 8-86)
Wisconsin Word Processing Format
(Approved 3/87)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Algoma Boulevard Historic District
Oshkosh, Winnebago County, WI

paired or have hood moldings.3 The Anthes House at 1531 West New
York Avenue (C.1868) is an interesting example, although its
integrity is somewhat compromised by the modern addition on the
north facade. The Anthes House is sited on the diagonal, facing
the intersection of West New York and High Avenues, rather than
either street. It is a two story frame building with polygonal
bays and a pair of double front doors. A tower with cresting rises
above the roof in line with the doors. The Anthes House also
features a wrap around porch with Doric columns, and decorative
woodwork including brackets with spokes and pendants. Read School
(photo 4, NRHP) at 1120 Algoma Boulevard (1879) represents the High
victorian Italianate style. Built in Wisconsin during the 1870s
and 1880s, this very rare style is characterized by gable and hip
roofs, the use of round and segmental arches decorated with highly
articulated moldings; and pilasters, belt courses and corbel
tables.4 Read School, designed by William Waters, has many of
these features, and also incorporates Romanesque Revival brickwork.

Queen Anne was one of the predominant styles in the Algoma
Boulevard Historic District. These residences were built between
1885 and 1900 and are large, two story frame houses with an
asymmetrical composition and an irregular roofline. Towers,
turrets and bays are common. The exterior is generally
weatherboard but may include shingles above the first floor or in
gable ends. Typically, a one story porch extends across, or wraps
around, the front facade.5 The Waterman House at 1141 Algoma
Boulevard (photo 1,1889, NRHP) is an excellent example. This two
story home has an irregular plan, gabled polygonal and square bays,
bargeboards, and an entrance porch with a spindle frieze and
Eastlake posts. A two story frame carriage house with bargeboards
in the gable end stands to the rear. The Wagstaff House at 1133
Algoma Boulevard (photo 1, 1891) and the Wood House at 1540 Algoma
Boulevard (c.1888) both feature multiple roofs and a tower rising

3MCAlester, pp. 210-14.

4Landscape Research, Built in Milwaukee: An Architectural view
of the City, (Milwaukee: City of Milwaukee, 1980), pp. 40 and 78.

SMcAlester, pp. 262-68.
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above the roofline on the front facade. The Wagstaff House has a
Colonial Revival full facade porch. The Wood House may have been
designed by Ephraim E. stevens. The tower with domical roof is
thought to be a signature feature of his work. This house also has
a patterned brick chimney and a two story front porch with Eastlake
posts.

The McMillen House at 1107 Algoma Boulevard (photo 3, c.1885) is an
excellent example of the stick style. This style is generally
regarded either as a variant of Queen Anne or a transitional style
linking Queen Anne with the earlier Gothic Revival. All are
derived from medieval English building traditions. The stick style
is identified by a steeply pitched gable roof, often with a cross
gable. Multi-textured wall surfaces and gable ends with stickwork
mimic the exposed structural members of medieval half-timbered
houses. There is usually a wide porch on the front facade. The
stick style was built between 1870 and 1890, and is rare in
wisconsin. The McMillen House was designed by Levi Hicks, who
remodeled the Bell-Semple House at 639 Wisconsin street in the
Irvin2 Church Historic District (NRHP) in the stick style in
1888. The McMillen House features a multigabled roofline. The
gable ends are enriched with latticework, diagonal siding and
bargeboards. A cutaway porch is inset in each of the east and
southeast gables, framed with checkerboard and sunburst
bargeboards. There is an elaborate gabled porte cochere on the
south facade of the house, joined to a side porch. Both have heavy
turned posts.

There are two excellent examples of the Shingle style in the
district. Both were designed by William Waters. The Shingle style
is often seen as a variant of Queen Anne, from which it borrowed
asymmetrical form, full facade or wrap around porches, and shingles
as an exterior finish. Colonial Revival elements such as classical
columns and Palladian windows were incorporated into the Shingle
style. Richardsonian Romanesque provided a third influence. Named
for Boston architect Henry Hobson Richardson, a leading
practitioner of the Shingle style, Richardsonian Romanesque

6Ibid., pp. 254-256; Wyatt,
Northwestern (QHH), May 24, 1888.

11:2-14; and Oshkosh Weekly
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featured large Romanesque arches, squat round towers and a
rusticated stone exterior. The Shingle style emphasized volume and
horizontality, and was mostly built between 1880 and 1900. It is
uncommon outside of coastal New England.? The Hooper House at
1149 Algoma Boulevard (photo 6, 1888, NRHP) is one of the state's
best examples of the style. It has strong horizontal lines,
shingles on all three stories, broad gable ends and an eyebrow
dormer. Part of the ground story of the Ideson-Osborn House at
1304 Algoma Boulevard (1897) is of rusticated stone, including the
supports, closed rail and Romanesque arch of the front porch. The
blending of the roofline of the bulging tower into that of the
front facade gable is characteristic of the Shingle style.

Five homes in the district combine Queen Anne and Colonial Revival
elements. All were built between 1897 and'1905. One of these is
the waite House at 1106 Algoma Boulevard (photo 2), built in 1900.
Designed by William Klapproth, this house combines Colonial Revival
rectangular plan and classical columned front porch with Queen Anne
polygonal bay, patterned chimney, round tower and irregular roof
line. The shingled posts with ball finials which frame the front
gable are unusual. The Raymond Hollister House at 1552 Algoma
Boulevard (1902) is more typical of the Queen Anne/Colonial Revival
transition period. It was probably architect designed, although
the architect has not been identified. The Hollister House's two
story round tower, wrap around porch with stone ciosed rail, and
lattice patterned windows are derived from the Queen Anne style.
Colonial Revival elements include the hip roof, Doric porch columns
and the front dormer with returned eaves. The Goss House (1897) at
1446 West New York Avenue, designed by William waters, is almost
Foursquare in plan and appearance. The wrap around porch is Queen
Anne, but the columns and porch supports are Colonial Revival. The
hip dormer combines Colonial Revival form and classical columns
with Queen Anne curving shingled walls. The Bouck House at 1600
Algoma Boulevard (1905) is another fine example of the Queen
Anne/Colonial Revival transition.

There are two examples of Romanesgue Revival in the district.
Romanesque Revival was contemporaneous with Queen Anne, but was not

7MCAlester, pp. 289-90; and Wyatt, 11:2-16.
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as popular. Characteristics of the style include massive rock-
faced masonry exterior, wide round arched openings, towers, and
gables with parapets.8 The Algoma Boulevard Methodist Church at
1174 Algoma Boulevard (1890-92, NRHP, photo 8) is an excellent
example of Romanesque Revival. Designed by William Waters, the
church features cross gables with parapets, a massive corner tower,
deep set windows, and stone bands separating windows from transoms.
The other Romanesque Revival building in the district is the Moses
Hooper House at 1057 Algoma Boulevard. This house is thought to
have been designed by William Waters, and was either built, or
remodeled into its presence appearance, in 1911-12. The Moses
Hooper House has a parapeted gabled projecting entrance pavilion,
rock-faced stone exterior, wide round arched entrance and deeply
recessed windows. Interestingly, the house also has a tile roof
and Craftsman style exposed rafters.

The Chicago World Columbian Exposition of 1893 inspired residential
designs that were loosely based on Classical and Colonial American
building traditions, such as NeoClassical, Colonial and Dutch
Colonial Revival. Following World War I, residential architecture
more accurately patterned after historical Colonial American and
European precedents, such as Colonial, Tudor and Mediterranean
Revival, became especially popular.9

There is one NeoClassical Revival residence in the district.
NeoClassical Revival is primarily based on the Greek architectural
orders, using Ionic or Corinthian columns, and was built in
Wisconsin between 1895 and 1935. The main facade is usually
symmetrical and dominated by a portico that rises the full height
of the building.l0 The Findeisen House at 1435 Congress Avenue
(1904) is a good example of NeoClassical Revival. It is a two
story frame house with narrow clapboards. The main feature of the
Findeisen House is the two story pedimented portico, with fluted

8MCAlester, pp. 300-302

9Ibid., P

lOIbid., pp. 342-46; and Wyatt. 11:2-18.
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Ionic columns. Within the pediment are swags, a raking cornice and
a bullis-eye window.

There are 3 examples of Colonial Revival homes in the district.
This style was built before and after World War I, and is still
popular in some form today. Colonial Revival homes are usually two
story frame side-gabled buildings with a symmetrical main facade.
The front entrance is usually set in the center, and is accented
with a hood or a one story entrance porch. The Schriber House at
1428 Algoma Boulevard, designed by William Waters in 1911, is an
outstanding example of the Colonial Revival subtype called Georgian
Revival. Brick is the more common exterior finish in Georgian
Revival. II Other characteristics include dormers, a denticulated

cornice and a pedimented entry. The Schriber House incorporates
all these features. Fluted Doric columns support the pedimented
entry. A post-World War I era Colonial Revival House in the
district is the Starr Clark House at 1622 Algoma Boulevard (1941).

Dutch Colonial Revival houses were also built both before and after
World War I. Generally two story frame residences with a
symmetrical facade, the identifying feature of this style is the
gambrel roof.12 The only example of this style in the Algoma
Boulevard Historic District is the Ideson-Osborn carriage house at
1304 Algoma Boulevard. The carriage house has a flaring gambrel
roof with wide eaves, Craftsman style brackets and a shed roofed
dormer. There are shingles in the gambrel end, and windows with
Queen Anne sashes.

The Tudor Revival, as the name implies, was based on sixteenth
century English cottages and manor houses. Usually these designs
are picturesque, with steeply pitched gables, stone or brick veneer
and often, stucco with ornamental half-timbering in the upper
story. In Wisconsin, this style was built between 1900 and
1940.13 There are 8 examples of Tudor Revival in the district.

llMCAlester, pp. 320-22.

12Ibid.

13Ibid., pp. 354-58; and Wyatt, II:30.
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The Phil H. Sawyer House at 1301 Algoma Boulevard (photo 9) and the
garage behind the Edgar Sawyer House (1331 Algoma Boulevard, photo
11), both designed by William Waters and built in 1908, have brick
veneer on the first story, stucco with half timbering on the
second, grouped windows, stone trim and massive chimneys. The
Edgar Sawyer House (Oshkosh Public Museum) at 1331 Algoma Boulevard
(photo 10), also designed by Waters in 1908, is an excellent
example of the more formal masonry subtype of Tudor called
Elizabethan Revival. Elizabethan Revival is usually side-gabled,
with parapets, shaped Flemish gables, and parapeted bays. The
Edgar Sawyer House, built of structural clay tile faced with brick,
has all these features, as well as stone trim, massive patterned
chimneys, and an ornate stone porte cochere and porch. The Paine
House (Paine Art Center, NRHP) at 1410 Algoma Boulevard is an
outstanding stone veneer example of Elizabethan Revival. The Paine
House has parapeted bays, windows with tinted leaded glass in
traceried Tudor arched openings with label hood molds, circular
chimneys with rope moldings, and a massive paneled Tudor arched
front door. This elaborate mansion was designed by architect
Bryant Fleming of Ithaca, New York. The exterior was built 1927-
29; the interior was finished in 1948. The three outbuildings on
the Paine property are also Tudor Revival in style. The Meyer
House at 1219 Algoma Boulevard (1926) represents yet another
variation of Tudor Revival, the English Cottage. The key feature
of the English Cottage is the picturesque "thatch" roof, created by
layering composition roofing and wrapping it around eaves and
rakes. The Meyer House is veneered with rock-faced coursed ashlar
and has an eyebrow dormer, round arched entrance and stone chimney.

There are 4 examples of Mediterranean Revival design in the
district. Built primarily in the 1920s and 1930s, the inspiration
for this style was drawn from Italy, Spain, Morocco and the Spanish
colonies. 14 The Converse House at 1212 Algoma Boulevard (1926)
shows characteristics of the Italian Renaissance subtype of
Mediterranean Revival. The Italian Renaissance typically featured
a low-pitched hip roof clad with ceramic tile, moderately wide
eaves with decorative brackets, bands of windows, a symmetrical
facade and a mix of round arched and rectangular openings. The

14MCAlester, pp. 397-410
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Converse House, designed by Auler, Jensen and Brown, incorporates
most of these elements, as well as an entry accented with classical
columns. The stein House at 1027 Algoma Boulevard (1930) and the
Foute House at 1049 Algoma Boulevard (1916) are both Mediterranean
Revival in style. The Stein House shows characteristics of the
Italian Renaissance. The shed dormer and hipped rectangular bay on
the Foute House evoke the Bungalow style. The garage (c.1920)
behind Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church at 1526 Algoma
Boulevard is a modest example of the Mission style subtype of the
Mediterranean Revival. It features a flat roof with parapet,
stucco exterior, segmental arched openings, and a red tiled pent
roof with brackets and knee braces.

The Bungalow and prairie styles were part of the Craftsman
movement. This was an outgrowth of the English Arts and Crafts
movement, which rejected the industrial age and machines in favor
of hand crafted building traditions using natural materials.IS

There are 2 Bunaalows in the Algoma Boulevard Historic District.
Built between about 1910 and 1925, these homes feature low-pitched
gable or hip roofs,. dormers, bay windows, exposed rafters, and
brackets with knee braces.16 The Carl Hollister House at 1630
Algoma Boulevard (1914) is side gabled with a shed dormer, stucco
and applied half-timbering in the gable end, and exposed rafters.
The Elmer Johnson House at 1161 Algoma Boulevard (1925) features a
shed dormer, shed bay, exposed rafters and a classic Bungalow
porch. The gabled roof flares to shelter a cutaway closed rail
porch. The battered piers are clad with narrow clapboards.

There are 2 Prairie style homes in the district. The prairie
style, primarily built between 1900 and 1920, was not only a part
of the Craftsman movement, but also developed as a rejection of
NeoClassical and Beaux Arts design popularized by the Chicago Worlq
Columbian Exposition of 1893. It was also a regional style,
developed in Chicago, and confined to residential architecture.
Prairie style homes were usually two story, frame with stucco or

lSIbid., pp. 452-54.

16Ibid., pp. 452-54.
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brick veneer, and a low pitched hip roof. Horizontal lines were
emphasized through the use of belt courses or other details.l?
Frank Lloyd Wright was the greatest practitioner of the prairie
style. He designed the Hunt House at 1165 Algoma Boulevard (photo
7,1917). A monumental chimney rises from the house's intersecting
hip roofs. The Hunt House is one story, of frame construction with
a stucco finish. The Morris House at 1183 Algoma Boulevard
(c.1910) was designed by Henry Auler. It is a two story brick
structure with a tiled hip roof, wide eaves, a high-waisted
stringcourse and a one story portico with a tiled hip roof and
brick piers.

There are two examples of Gothic Revival in the district. The
B'Nai Israel Temple at 1121 Algoma Boulevard (1949, photo 5) and
Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church at 1526 Algoma Boulevard
(1959) are both non-contributing.

ALTERATIONS

Exterior alterations to individual structures consist primarily of
replacement windows. There are a few examples of later porches and
aluminum siding.

NON -CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES

There are 5 non-contributing resources in the Algoma Boulevard
Historic District. The duplex at 1035-37 Algoma Boulevard was
built c.1948. B'nai Israel Temple at 1121 Algoma Boulevard was
constructed in 1949. Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church at
1526 Algoma Boulevard was built in 1959. The Algoma Boulevard
Methodist Church Annex at 1160 Algoma Boulevard was erected in
1965. There is also a replica Firebarn and Depot on the grounds of
the Oshkosh Public Museum at 1331 Algoma Boulevard. With the
possible exception of the latter two, the non-contributing
buildings blend well into the district. None of the buildings that
predate 1943 have been so altered as to become non-contributing.

17Ibid., pp. 438-40
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CONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS

site name Date builtAddress

Algoma Boulevard

10
10
10
10
11
11
11
11
11
11

1930
c.1868

1916
1911-12
1900

c.1885
1879

c.1860
1891

1889
1149

1888
c.1875

1925
1917
1890-92

c.1910
1897
1926
1926
1909

c.1857
1897
1908
1897

C.1908
1907
1908

c.1908

11
11
11
11
11
12
12
12
12
12
12
13
13

1312
1331

1410

Dr. John & Freda Stein House
John Bethke House
James & Eleanor Foute House
Moses Hooper House
Ossian & Sadie waite House
Robert & Alice McMillen House
Read School (NRHP)
Moses J. Hackett House
William & Bertha Wagstaff House
S.H. Waterman House (NRHP)

and carriage house
Benjamin & Jesse Hooper Hs (NRHP)

and carriage house
Ann McCone House
Elmer Johnson House
Stephen Hunt House
Algoma Blvd Methodist Church (NRHP)
J.G. & Edith Morris House
George & Florence Buckstaff House
Glen & Emma Converse House
Harry' Hazel Meyer House
Harry & Martha Hart House
Charles Kohlmann House
Stephen Radford Jr. House
Phil H. & Caroline Sawyer House
A.B. Ideson-Albert Osborn House

and carriage house
Allen Kirkpatrick House
Edgar Sawyer House/Oshkosh Public

Museum and carriage house
Nathan Paine House/Paine Art

Center and three outbuildings (NRHP)
Louis & Floretta Schriber House
Martin Luther Evangelical

Lutheran Church garage

1927-48
19111428

1526
c.1920

27
39
49
57
06
07
20
29
33
41

55
61
65
74
83
02
12
19
20
24
36
01
04



NPS Form 10-900-a
(Rev. 8-86)
Wisconsin Word Processing Format
(Approved 3/87)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Algoma Boulevard Historic District
Oshkosh, Winnebago County, WISection -1- Page 1L

1540
1552
1600
1608
1622

Charles Wood House
Raymond Hollister House
William Bouck House
starr Clark House
Seymour Hollister House

and carriage house
Carl Hollister House

c.1888
1902
1905
1941
1883

c.1883
19141630

West Bent Avenue

1539 Charles Hopper House 1895

Conaress Avenue

1435 William Findeisen House 1904

West New York Avenue

1446
1454
1531

Judge Arthur H. Goss House
Frank Challoner House
Henry Anthes House


